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THE RESULTS-FROM NEW HAMPSHIREY 
ANNCR = CHARLES MEDD EXAMINES THE ELECTION RESULTS IN NEW HAMPSHIRE 
WHERE VOTERS TOOK PART IN THE NATION'S FIRST PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE 
PRIMARY. 
VOICE: THE INITIAL VIEW OF WHAT HAPPENED IN THE FIRST VOTER TEST 
OF 1976 LIES -- AS IT DOES WITH THE VIEW OF BEAUTY ITSELF -- IN THE 
EYE OF THE BEHOLDER. THE PRESIDENT'S CAMPAIGN MANAGERS WILL SEE HIS 
VICTORY OVER FORMER CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR RONALD REAGAN, IF EXTREMELY 
NARROW, AS JUST THAT -- A VICTORY. THE FORD CAMP WILL POINT OUT THAT 
THE PRESIDENT, BUSY WITH THE AFFAIRS OF STATE, SPENT ONLY TWO SHORT 
WEEKENDS CAMPAIGNING IN NEW HAMPSHIRE, WHILE REAGAN WAS FREE TO SPEND 
MORE THAN TWO FULL WEEKS LOOKING FOR VOTES. 

FROM THE REAGAN CAMP, HOWEVER, THE RESULTS OF THIS FIRST PRIMARY 
WILL SE SEEN AS PROOF THAT GERALD FORO -- DESPITE THE VAST ADVANTAGES 
OF HIGH OFFICE ~~ IS VULNERABLE, AND THAT RONALD REAGAN IS 
INDEED A FORMIDAELE CHALLENGER. IT WILL BE ARGUED THAT REAGAN'S 
SUPPORT GREATLY EXCEEDED HIS INITIAL GOAL OF FORTY PER CENT AND THAT 
REPUBLICANS -- THE PARTY OF TRADITION -- ARE NO LONGER IMMUNE TO THE 
IDEA OF TURHING OUT AN INCUMBENT PRESIDENT, 

AMONG DEMOCRATS, THE NEW! HAMPSHIRE VOTE WILL BE SEEN BY FOLLOWERS 
OF FORMER GEORGIA GOVERNOR JIMMY CARTER AS EVIDENCE THAT THEIR MAN 
1S A NATEONAL CANDIDATE WHOSE APPEAL EXTENDS WELL BEYOND HIS NATIVE 
SOUTHLAND. BUT THE TiO DEMOCRATS WHO PLACED SECOND AND THIRD IN THE 
BALLOTING -- CONGRESSMAN MORRIS UDALL AND SENATOR BIRCH BAYH -- 

WILL ARGUE THAT CARTER CAPTURED THE PARTY'S CONSERVATIVE VOTE 
WITHOUT OPPOSITION AND THAT TAY -- UDALL AND BAYH =~ HAD TO CONTEND 
WITH TO OTHER CANDIDATES FoR THE LISERAL VOTE THAT IS SO DECISIVE 


IN THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC PICTURE. 
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BUT APART FROM THESE SUBJECTIVE INTERPRETATIONS, 
SOME MORE ACCURATE CONCLUSIONS CAN BE DRAWN. PRESIDENT FORD <- 
RUNNING FOR THE FIRST TINE OUTSIDE HIS FORMER CONGRESSIONAL OISTRICT 
IN MICHIGAN -- HAS PASSED HIS FIRST VOTER TEST OF 1976, BUT WITH A 
MARGIN SO SMALL THAT HIS NOMINATION CHATICES ARE FAR FROM CERTAIN. 
RONALD REAGAN, AS EXPECTED, HAS PROVED TO BE A SERIOUS CONTENDER, 
THOUGH NOT AN OVERWHELMING ONE AS SOME PREDICTED, AND IF THESE TWO 
RIVALS CONTINUE TO RUN SIDE BY SIDE IN FUTURE PRIMARIES OTHER REPUBLI- 
CAN CANDIDATES MAY BE TEMPTED TO ENTER THE RACE. ON THE DEMOCRATIC 
SIDE, JIMMY CARTER IS FOR THE MOMENT THE MAN TO BEAT. BUT FOR HOW LONG 
DEPENDS OF HOW HE FARES IN SUBSEQUENT PRIMARIES WHERE HE WILL FACE 
FOR THE FIRST TIME TWO CONSERVATIVES -- SENATOR HENRY JACKSON AND 
GOVERNOR GEORGE WALLACE. 

IN SHORT, THE ONLY CONCLUSIVE WINNERS IN NEW HAMPSHIRE WERE THE 
POLITICAL EXPERTS WHO PREDICTED THAT THIS FIRST PRIMARY WOULD NOT 
RESOLVE VERY MUCH. THE COMPLEX AMERICAN ELECTION PROCESS IS UNDER 
WAY, BUT THE REAL BEAUTY OF IT ALL IS THAT NO ONE KNOWS WHAT LIES 


AHEAD, 


